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Abstract of JP2003262732 

<P>PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a 
circularly polarizing element with excellent 
orientation and excellent optical characteristics 
and, at the same time, easily and stably 
controlling a reflection/transmission ratio or the 
like of a circularly polarized light component. 
<P>SOLUTION: The circularly polarizing element 
10 is constructed as a laminated body of n layers 
of liquid crystal layers 11, 12,..., 1n respectively 
having cholesteric phase structure. The 
respective liquid crystal layers 11, 12,..., 1n are 
laminated together in a state in which respective 
helical axes 20 are aligned to the thickness 
direction. The respective liquid crystal layers 11, 
12,..., 1n are provided with the same helical 
winding direction. The respective liquid crystal 
layers 11, 12,..., 1n are wide band liquid crystal 
layers selectively reflecting circularly polarized 
light components of wide band wavelength 
regions and their selective reflection wavelength 
regions overlap over a specified wide band. The 
respective liquid crystal layers 11, 12,..., 1n have 
respective wavelength regions of reflected 
circularly polarized light components widened by 
continuously varying helical pitches of liquid 
crystal molecules toward the thickness direction 
in each of the single liquid crystal layers. 
Preferably the respective liquid crystal layers 1 1 , 
12,..., 1n cover a wavelength region of >=200 nm 
range. <P>COPYRIGHT: (C)2003,JPO 
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